
 
2021 Membership fee 

DUE 1 April 

The moment has finally come!  We 
are able to get together at the 

church again at last. Our meeting will be conducted within the 
Church’s Covid-19 guidelines to comply with their safety require-
ments (see inside regarding entry details).  Please note that their 
will be some temporary changes to catering in accordance with 
the Church’s instructions.  Also, if you are parking in the street, 
please park on the north side.  

It was fantastic to see so many of you at the Greenacres lunch.  
Just on ninety came which was a fabulous outcome. Thanks 
again to Margaret Cox, Marty Malone, Judy Brophy, Peter and 
Anne Harman for helping to make it a wonderful day.  

This month our Garden Appreciation group will have another go 
at visiting Como Gardens after being stymied by the recent lock 
down. The entry fee will be paid by the club.  Also being subsi-
dised is the Creative Pursuits group visit to the Miss Fisher Exhi-
bition at Ripponlea which should be very interesting  (see inside 
for details of both events). 

It’s good to see our Scrabble, Solo and Book groups again 
meeting face to face and our Sunday lunch and Dine Out events 
starting up as well. 

I am looking forward to heading off on the Silo Art Trail after our 
general meeting.  It promises to be a fascinating trip for the 34 
or so of us going and I am sure we will have many happy days 
together. 

CALENDAR OF ACTIVITIES 
MARCH 

1 Scrabble 

2 Committee meeting  

4 Solo—Host:  Denise Powell 

9 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

10 Canasta 

15 Walking for Enjoyment  See 29 

15 Silo Art Tour - 15—19  

17 Discussion Cancelled due to Tour 

18 Garden Appreciation 

21 3rd Sunday Lunch   

22 Creative Pursuits  See 24 

23 Investors 

24 Creative Pursuits     
Miss Fisher Exhibition 

25 Book Group 1 

25 Book Group 2 

29 Walking for Enjoyment 

APRIL 
1 Solo—Host Barbara Mathews 

5 Scrabble 

6 Committee meeting 

13 GENERAL MEETING 
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MARCH BIRTHDAYS 
GREYTHORN PROBUS COVID SAFE 

1. Any members who are unwell should stay at home and not join 
activities. 

2. Hosts must ensure that home visits for club activities are clean, 
sanitizer provided and COVID attendance log maintained. 

3. If any member contracts the virus, notify any others in contact 
with that person. 

4. Please install the Services Victoria COVID check app on your 
phone if possible.  Check-in to the log of all visitors and at-
tendees to activities. 

5. Maintain physical distancing where applicable. 

6. Comply with Government Guidelines. 

Newsletter of the 
Probus Club of 

Greythorn 
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The Greythorn Probus Annual 
General Meeting will be held 
on Tuesday 9 March 2021 at 

10:00am at the North Balwyn 
Uniting Church, Duggan St.,  

North Balwyn  
Our guest speaker at our meeting is 

Francis Deng: “Boy Soldier”. 
Francis was born in South Sudan & 
kidnapped as a 9 year old.  He now 

lives in Melbourne with his wife 
and family. 

 

Please note: 
Everyone attending the meeting MUST regis-
ter their attendance through the use of North  

Balwyn Uniting Church’s COVID tracer QR 
code.  The process will be slower than our 

usual arrival recording so please arrive early. 

If possible, please ensure that your smart 
phone (android/iphone) is set up with the 

‘Services Victoria’ app which the church uses. 

Help will be available at the meeting recep-
tion area. 

COMMITTEE REPORT/SUMMARY (March 2021)  

Your Committee met at Greenacres Golf Club on Tuesday, 
March 2ndcommencing at 10.00 a.m. concluding at 12.35pm.   

Present: Ron Johnson, Lyn Stavretis, Marty Malone, Russ 
Dawe, Peter Harman, Chresley Robson, Cath Origlasso, Phil 
Pitsikas, Judy Brophy and Shirley Branagan. 

Apologies: Veronica McLellan  

The President (Ron Johnson) opened the meeting.   
The minutes of the previous Committee meeting were 
passed.  There was no business arising.  Marty presented 
Correspondence and general discussion took place.  

Phil presented up to date figures and gave a general 
summary of them.  Budgets were explained as were fee 
structures (subscriptions) for the coming year.  
As the club’s finances continue in a healthy state, member-
ship fees for 2021 have been able to be held at $50 per 
person and members renewing a 2020 subscription will be 
given a rebate reducing their 2021 cost to $35 per person.  
Membership subscriptions are due on April 1st. 

Peter (membership) kept us up to date.  Current 
membership as at the end of February is 114.  Many re-
quests have been sent out for members to update their 
personal details.  In fact, a total of (497) emails.  Those with-
out email addresses have been contacted by phone.     

In Veronica’s absence Marty read out the contents of 
her report to the committee.  A number of our members are 
suffering from ill health and we wish them all the best with 
their personal battles.  We look forward to seeing them all 
soon. 

It was sad to hear that both Shirley Branagan and 
Chresley Robson (hospitality/committee/ president/ secre-
tary et.al) will be retiring from their hospitality roles as of 
the annual general meeting.  Our debt to them for what they 
have done for the club over the years is immense. Now sit 
back and smell the roses. Congratulations to you both. What 
wonderful contributors they have been to our club.   

Cathy (outings & activities) delivered her report on: 
Silo Art Trip.  
Tasmania in Spring.  
Walhalla Railway Day Tour.  
Pt Nepean Day tour.  

Comprehensive details on all of the above (and more) can be 
found in the body of this Newsletter. 

It is worth repeating that Russ has already outlined 
the new layout of the newsletter. It will now be in calendar 
order and frequency will now revert to the monthly system.  
Posted hard copies are still available for a small cost.  Details 
of the requirements are set out on page 14.  It is no exagger-
ation to say that this publication is the “lifeblood” of the 
club. 

Under the general heading of Other Business, the Com-
mittee dealt with such topics as: 

Nominations for committee vacancies 
AGM and Annual Report/meeting format 
Succession planning 
Latest grant approval/recording costs against each grant 
2019-2020 Strengthening grant report to Council 

In discussing COVID safe meeting procedures it was 
noted that, due to the necessity to perform COVID 
protocols for large groups, entry to the hall may 
take a little more time than usual.  Members are 
therefore requested to arrive early. 
The meeting concluded at 12.35 pm 
Prepared by Marty. 
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There have been no new notifications of anyone 
on the sick list in the last month. 

Shirley Bushie is our only member in hospital of 
which I am aware.  She has been in Epworth 
and rehab for several weeks and will be moving 
into aged care on discharge. 

All our other members who are unwell appear to 
be stable at present. 

I do hope I have not missed anyone who has 
been in hospital or unwell and send my and the 
clubs best wishes everyone battling health is-
sues. 

I would like to all wish happy birthday to every-
one celebrating their birthday in March and hope 
that 2021 will be an easier and better year for 
you all and you will be able to enjoy your special 
day with family and friends. 

Hopefully we can all meet in the hall in March 
and that this year will be at least COVID normal 
and a better one for us all. 

With best wishes  
Veronica  

Welfare  

Canasta 

Wednesday 10 March—(2nd Wednesday) 

The Canasta group will meet again on Wednesday (COVID 
restrictions permitting) for a great year of games and 
friendship.  Please let your host know if attending.  

Host:   Kevin O’Connor,   

Convenor: Ann Price   

Walking for Enjoyment 

Monday 15 March—(3rd Monday) 
Monday 29 March  
As the Silo Art Trail tour leaves from the Balwyn 
Leisure Centre this morning the Walking Group’s 
March walk has been deferred to the later date. 

WESTGATE PARK AND THE  
YARRA RIVER 
An interesting walk along a lesser known, but 
one well serviced with cafes and which is being 
rapidly redeveloped, section of the Yarra . 
Meet in THE WESTGATE PARK, CAR PARK off 
Todd Road, Port Melbourne, at 10.00 a.m. 
Melway 56 F1 
Subsidised coffee at Pier 35 
Possible lunch option at Pier 35 being consid-
ered. 
Leader John Astle    

http://greythornprobus.org.au/wp/wp-content/documents/VID-Ageing.mp4
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Discussion 

Wednesday 17 March—(3rd Wednesday) 
No Discussion Group in March as the date con-
flicts with the Silo Art Tour. 
Convenor:  Roy Price   

Beware—The NILE Virus (Type C) 

I thought you would want to know about this virus. 

Even the most advanced computer programs from 
Norton, McAfee, and others cannot take care of this 
one. 

It appears to target those who were born prior to 
1950. 

The lockdown seems to be increasing the chances of 
being affected. 

Virus Symptoms 

1. Causes you to send the same e-mail twice. 
(Done that) 

2. Causes you to send a blank e-mail. (That too) 

3. Causes you to send an e-mail to the wrong per-
son. (Yup) 

4. Causes you to send it back to the person who 
sent it to you. (Ah-ha) 

5. Causes you to forget to attach the attachment. 
(Done that) 

6. Causes you to hit SEND before you've finished. 
(Oh no, not again) 

7. Causes you to hit DELETE instead of SEND. (Hate 
that) 

8. Causes you to hit SEND when you should  
DELETE. (Heck, now what?) 

This virus is called the C-NILE virus 

A lot of us have already been inflicted with this dis-
ease and unfortunately as we age it gets worse.  

And if you can't admit to doing any of the above, 
you've obviously caught the other strain - the D-NILE 
virus. 

Garden Appreciation 

Thursday –18 March—(3rd Thursday) 
“Try and try again” - we might have been stymied 
last month, but hopefully there won’t be anything to 
stop us visiting the Como gardens on 18 March.  En-
try fees will be covered through one of our grants. 

Meet at the garden entrance 10:00am.  We expect 
the café to be open. 

Convenor:  to be advised 

3rd Sunday Lunch 

Sunday 21 March—(3rd Sunday) - 12:30pm 

Sunday March 21 at 12.30pm 
Come and join us.  

A glass of wine, tasty bite & friendships to 
enjoy at:  

Between Us Cafe 

141 Maling  Road,  Canterbury. 

All welcome. Please let Angela know if you 
can come by Friday March 19. 

Convenor:  Angela Johns: 

Investors 

Tuesday 23 March—(4th Tuesday) 

Come and join the crystal ball gazing analysis of in-
vestments during 2021.  At this meeting the group 
generally establishes its “portfolio” of investments 
for the forthcoming year (for those who indicated a 
preference while dining on 23 Feb. this is your 
chance to update your selections and ensure reputa-
tion as a seer [or otherwise]). 

7:30pm at the Greythorn Centre. 

Convenors:  Charlie Boschetti   
 Wal Hamilton   
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Our thanks to Boroondara for their support 

of our club and its activities 

Book Group 1 

Thursday 25 March—(4th Thursday) 

Bookgroup 1 was unable to hold their February 
meeting on their regular day due to the ‘short sharp 
shock1’ lockdown.  They didn’t ‘sit in solemn si-
lence2’ but met on 4 March to discuss “Blue Ribbons 
Bitter Bread” - location to be determined. 

On Thursday, 25th March at 2:00pm the group will 
meet  to discuss Melissa Asley’s second book— the 
“wonderfully lyrical and stunning piece of historical 
fiction” - “The Bee and the Orange Tree”. 

The book 
“transports you to 
Paris 1699, while 
telling the capti-
vating and forgotten 
story of Baroness 
Marie Catherine 
D’Aulnoy. 

In 1699, Paris was close to bursting with the creative ener-
gy of fierce, independent-minded women. But their free-
doms were limited, and were being curbed more and 
more. The patriarchal forces of Louis XIV and the Catholic 
Church were in full force.  But females had a powerful ally 
and secret weapon in this battle for equality: the Baroness 
and her invention of ‘fairy tales’”.  

Convenor:  Patricia Noseda   

Book Group 2 

25 March,  2 pm—(4th Thursday) 
Bookgroup 2 will meet on Thursday 25 March at 
2:00pm. 

The book for March is “HONEYBEE” by Craig Silvey, 
author of “Jasper Jones”. 

“'Find out who you are, and live 
that life.' 

Late in the night, fourteen-year-
old Sam Watson steps onto a 
quiet overpass, climbs over the 
rail and looks down at the road 
far below. 

At the other end of the same 
bridge, an old man, Vic, smokes 
his last cigarette. 

The two see each other across 
the void. A fateful connection is 
made, and an unlikely friendship 
blooms. Slowly, we learn what led Sam and Vic to the 
bridge that night. Bonded by their suffering, each private-
ly commits to the impossible task of saving the other. 

Honeybee is a heartbreaking, life-affirming novel that 
throws us headlong into a world of petty thefts, extortion 
plots, botched bank robberies, daring dog rescues and 
one spectacular drag show.” 

Please let your hostess,  Barbara VanWoerkom, 
know if you will be attending 
Phone:  

Convenor:  Joan Teele   

Monday 22 March 
Wednesday 24 March 
On March 24 we will visit Rippon Lea for the Miss 
Fisher Exhibition, 11am. 
Please contact Elaine if you wish to attend.  
Elaine will book for 10 people, if more are interested 
it is hoped she can obtain more tickets.  Entry costs 
will be subsidised. 
Please let her know as soon as possible  if you wish 
to attend. 

Convenor:  Elaine Provan   

Creative Pursuits 

2021 Boroondara Volunteer Expo 
Are you interested in volunteering with one or more of the 

wide range of activities and sectors within Boroondara? 

Visit the Expo at the Hawthorn Arts Centre, 
360 Burwood Rd., Hawthorn, 1:00—6:00pm,  

Wednesday 17 March 

To register visit  
Boroondara.vic.gov.au/volunteerexpo 

1   Andrews, D paraphrasing W S Gilbert 
2   Gilbert, W.S. “The Mikado” 

http://greythornprobus.org.au/wp/wp-content/documents/VID-two-nights.mp4
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Scrabble 

Monday 5 April—(1st Monday) - 1:30pm 
Easter Monday 
Host:  Glenys Chalk. 

Please let Glenys, who will host the first games for 2021, 
know by Saturday 3 April if you are able to attend. 

Convenor: Glenys Chalk   

A bakery owner hires a new assistant who likes to 
wear very short skirts and thong panties. 
One day a young man enters the store. 

Noticing her short skirt and the location of the raisin 
bread, he has a brilliant idea. "I'd like some raisin 
bread please!", the man says. 

The shop assistant climbs up the ladder to reach the 
raisin bread located on the very top shelf. 

The man standing almost directly beneath her is 
provided with an excellent view, just as he thought. 
When she descends the ladder, he decides that he 
would really like two loaves. 

After she retrieves the second loaf of bread and de-
scends the ladder, one of the other male customers 
notices what's going on and requests his own loaf of 
raisin bread. 

Atop the ladder one more time, she looks down and 
notices an elderly man standing amongst the crowd. 
Thinking that she can save herself another trip, she 
yells at the elderly man, "Is it raisin for you too?" 
"No," stammers the old man, "but it's quivering a 
little !!!” 

Solo 

Thursday 1 April—(1st Thursday) 
The Solo group will meet at 7.30pm at the home of Bar-
bara Mathews.  Please let the host know if you are 
attending. 

Convenor:  Denise Powell   

APRIL 

Friday 2 April—Good Friday. 

Sunday 4 April—Easter Sunday.  Members are 

advised to refrain from consuming too many choco-
late easter eggs or hot cross buns. 

Wednesday 14th April —12.20 pm  
We are pleased to announce our first Dine Out book-
ing in quite some time for an excellent Italian lunch 
at Bucatini Restaurant. 
454 Whitehorse Road Mitcham  9873 0268 

The cost is $35.00 p.p. 
Drinks at $9-$10 or BYO, incurs corkage. 
Coffee at own expense. 
Excellent parking on site, access from driveway via 
slip road on Whitehorse Road. 
Book at the club’s next meeting or contact: 
Convenors.  Meredith Daniel  
                      Judy Lewis. 

Dine-out 

Bucatini Restaurant 

http://greythornprobus.org.au/wp/wp-content/documents/VID-COVID-plan.mp4
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Supporting community activities within the City of 
Boroondara through their fantastic fund raising. 

VICTORIA'S SILO ART 
TRAIL TOUR 

15th - 19th MARCH 

Our long awaited tour   
Highlights include 

Boort, home of the ‘Spanner Man’ 
Brim Silo—where it all began 

Rupanyup, Sheephills, Patchewollock, 
& Lascelles Silos 

Stick Shed 

Multi-day trips 

Tassie in Spring 

8 DAY TOUR 
6  -  13 OCTOBER  

Click on the ’buttons’ in the details infor-
mation on page 8 for a copy of the itinerary.  
A magnificent trip taking in the Tulip Festival 
and touring north western Tassie.  
The tour needs to be booked by March as it 
is an extremely popular tour for which plac-
es are rapidly filling.  See details over page. 

Day trips. 

Walhalla Railway Day Tour  

8.30. -  5 pm Thursday 
13th May  

includes coach travel, 
morning tea from 

coach, weather per-
mitting, one way fare 

on Walhalla Goldfields 
Railway,  

2 course lunch at Wally 
Pub.    

Subsidised cost $85 pp  

Point Nepean Day Tour.  

9 am -  5 pm.   
Aug/Sept TBA.   

Cost: Depends on 
numbers.  

Details will follow. 

 If you are interested in 
either of these outings 
please get in touch with 
Cath Origlasso or Judy 
Brophy . 

Ultimate Indulgence Day Trip.  

18th November.   
This is fully booked but we have a waiting list. 

Melton Country Club for a delicious 
morning tea.  Then into the rolling 

green hills of Gisborne South where we 
visit the Gisborne Peak Winery, and 

have a guided tasting of some of their 
fine wines. 

Lunch at Gisborne Peak Winery. 
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TASMANIA IN SPRING  
FOOD, WINE & FLOWERS  

8 DAY TOUR,  
6th - 13th OCTOBER 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION 

Your Non-refundable $150.00 pp Deposit, and 
completed Booking Form is required by 12th 
March 

Pay direct to Group Link: 

METHODS OF PAYMENT: Cash, Cheque, Direct 
Deposit or by Credit Card (2% surcharge applies) 
please phone us with your credit card details. 

Bank Deposits - 
Bank: NAB,  
Account Name: “Group Link Travel Pty Ltd –
Travel Club”,  
BSB:083-230    A/c:88518 2808 

If making direct deposit, please use your name as 
the bank reference and advise us when payment 
has been made 

If you would like an itinerary & booking form: 

or 

• a limited number will be available at the 

March 9th meeting; or 

• email Cath or Judy for a copy to be  

forwarded to you. 

Click for Booking form 

SILO'S ART TRAIL  
5 DAY TOUR,  

15th - 19th MARCH . .  

IMPORTANT INFORMATION 

Departure Location: Balwyn Leisure Centre, 
271 Belmore Road, Balwyn North 

Coach In Place: 8.00 am  

Departure Time: 8:30 am 

Return ETA:  5:00pm 

• In line with the industry COVID Safe Plan, 
additional procedures will be in place for your 
protection: 

• A Pre-Travel Screening Checklist will be sent 
to all travellers which needs to be returned on 
the day.  Please advise if you do not receive 
this.  Spare copies will be available on the day, 
but completion in advance will save time. 

• A Temperature Check will be taken prior to 
boarding. 

• Please wear masks in the correct manner at 
all times required, including whilst on the coach, 
in order to protect yourself, your fellow passen-
gers, and our staff and suppliers.  Please ensure 
that you have enough masks for the duration of 
the tour (keeping in mind that you need to 
change them a couple of times a day). 

• It would be a good idea to carry your own 
small hand sanitiser for use when off the coach. 

• It is also desirable to carry your Credit Card 
as many regional businesses prefer not to use 
cash at present. 

Please arrive with plenty of time to get through 
the new COVID Safe pre-departure require-
ments. 

Click for Itinerary 

Touring Information 

Watching 

the  

football 

with 

grandpa 

A copy cat or cat scan? 

http://greythornprobus.org.au/wp/wp-content/documents/Tasmania-10-2021.pdf
http://greythornprobus.org.au/wp/wp-content/documents/Tasmania-2021-BOOK.pdf
http://greythornprobus.org.au/wp/wp-content/documents/Tasmania-2021-BOOK.pdf
http://greythornprobus.org.au/wp/wp-content/documents/Tasmania-2021-BOOK.pdf
http://greythornprobus.org.au/wp/wp-content/documents/Tasmania-10-2021.pdf
http://greythornprobus.org.au/wp/wp-content/documents/Tasmania-10-2021.pdf
http://greythornprobus.org.au/wp/wp-content/documents/VID-Football-With-Grandpa.mp4
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2021 FOOTBALL TIPPING COMPETITION. 

Following a number of requests we 
have added a 2021 Football Tipping 
Competition to our growing list of 
activities. 
We will use the ESPN footy tips online platform. 

The competition will go from Round 1 to the 
Grand Final. We will use the ESPN standard 

rules. This means that should you forget or be un-
able to enter your tips in any Round, you will be 

allocated the away team. You will also be required 
to select the winning margin on one game each 
Round, as nominated by ESPN. Tips must be en-

tered before the commencement of each game. 
Should you be going on holidays or be away from 

your computer then don't worry. Tips can be en-
tered several weeks in advance of the Round. 

The entry fee will be $5 per tipster, payable upon 
entry to our Bendigo Bank account (BSB: 633000, 

Account Number: 168764322) or the Treasurer 
(Phil Pitsikas). The end of season prize split will 

be 1st 60%, 2nd 30% and 3rd 10% of the prize 
pool.  

The 1st Round commences on Thursday 18 
March 2021.  

Past experience suggests a knowledge of AFL is 
not an advantage when it comes to footy tipping, 

so feel free to enter. AFL is like horse racing, there 
is no such thing as form or a sure thing. 

It is important to note that your tips must be en-

tered online by computer, mobile phone or other 
electronic device. We are unable to accept your 
tips by email or phone call. 

We hope you will join this new activity. Happy 

tipping. 

NEXT STEPS. 

Join up now - don't wait until it is too late. 
The link to the competition is: 

https://www.footytips.com.au/comps/
Probus_Greythorn     (note underscore). 

The Competition Password is: probusgreythorn. 

p.s. Members who have previously been registered 
with "ESPN footytips' will find they need to renew 

their password this year. 

Any queries should be directed to the 

Joint Convenors: Peter Harman & Phil Pitsikas. 

Footy Tipping Theatre luncheons 

Joan reports that the Palace Theatre has unfortu-
nately decided to discontinue the Luncheons. Very 
disappointing but not surprising. 

Joan is looking into other options for possible 
monthly film session and local café visit. 

Convenor:  Joan Teele 

A tip or two to help your Club footy tipping- 
(Extracts from Discussion Group Aug 2018) 

Tip the leader (ie the side  higher on the ladder) 

Use the Herald/Age  experts. 

Bet on the Bookies.  
And visit        https://squiggle.com.au       for lots of 
info.  Good luck. 

Roy Price 

https://www.footytips.com.au/comps/Probus_Greythorn
https://www.footytips.com.au/comps/Probus_Greythorn
https://squiggle.com.au
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We Celebrate! 
What a turn-out for a great start to our club’s 2021 
meting schedule.  Lunch at Greenacres Golf club for 
what was, perhaps, the largest such occasion the 
Club’s ever held, with 90 of our members getting 
back together.   

All Victoria’s COVID Safe rules 
(as at 9 February—who knows 
what variations in such rules 
may apply from day to day) 
were strictly followed with 
members being required to 
war masks when standing 
(other than when with drink 
or food in hand). 

During our desert we were 
entertained with background 
music by Kristie and Jimmie—
ending up with a dance num-
ber. 
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The Meeting on Wednesday 17 February at the Harp 
was cancelled due to a COVID19 outbreak in Victoria. 
This was to be the first meeting/lunch of the New 
Year. 
In lieu of the meeting a version of the Presentation 
was emailed to attendees.  The title was ‘SEARCH 
ENGINES, BROWSERS & GOOGLE/FACEBOOK’. A re-
view follows. 
An apology to Mac users—embedded docs used my 

local PC links not effective for Macs.  They require 

http hyperlinks.  

From emails received from  Google it was clearly 
attempting to mitigate consumer adverse reaction 
by highlighting Privacy Settings and showing how to 
reset same. This lead to a  Privacy checkup by 
Google. However an  in depth look revealed just how 
much information was being shared.  From your 
Google Account-then to eventually ‘Google Dash-
board”-Revealing Gmail account-Contact Lists-
Google Play, etc –all monitored. 
A minimum approach is to have your data automati-
cally deleted after a set time. 
Facebook has similar data on file. 
The Fed Govt/ACCC suggested code of conduct has 
brought Google to the negotiating table but Face-
book has threatened, and acted, on shutting down 
some/all web content on its site. This situation is still 
very fluid. 
Alternatives to the Google search engine/ Browser 
were examined. A Browser in ‘incognito’ mode such 
as FireFox or Opera coupled with the DuckDuckGo or 
DogPile Search Engines.  The use of Virtual Private 
Networks (VPN) are a possibility at a cost and maybe 
a slower speed network.  The often referred to ‘Tor’ 
browser (the onion ring) is a further possibility but 
may draw attention from ISP and other parties. 
ThunderBird email app is free and is an alternative to 
Gmail. 

Discussion Group Review To finish-it may be a grin and bear situation it with 
current Browsers/search engines and emails but es-
sential to minimise data retained in these systems 
and maximise privacy settings. 
There are alternatives to Facebook as a social media 
platform. 
Maybe time to trial new Apps. 
Re March –No  Discussion meeting in March as it 
coincides with The Silo trip 15/3-19/3/2021. 
Convenor:  

Marketing 
Ali and Habib are beggars, they beg in different areas of 
London  
Habib begs just as long as Ali does, but only collects £2 
to £3 every day.   
Ali brings home a suitcase FULL of £10 notes, drives a 
Mercedes, lives in a mortgage-free house and has a lot of 
money to spend. 
Habib asks Ali - 
'I work just as long and hard as you do but how is it that 
you bring home a suitcase full of £10 notes every day?' 

Ali says, 'Look at your sign, what does it say'? 
Habib's sign reads, 'I have no work, a wife and 6 kids to 
support'. 

Ali says “No wonder you only get £2- £3” 
Habib says... “So what does your sign say?” 

Ali shows Habib his sign.... 
It reads, ‘I only need another £10 to move back to  

Pakistan’.  
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Investors Report 

Ever optimistic, the Investors Group decided to start 
their year with a dinner at the Harp on their normal 
monthly meeting night and spend up their (notional) 
dividends. 

They expect to return to their normal venue at the 
Greythorn Centra for/from the March meeting. 

While the group’s title suggests the meetings may be 
particularly serious affairs, Charlie has emphasised 
that an enjoyable time with Probus friends is a key 
objective. 

Charlie records the 
results of individual 
crystal ball gazing 

COMMITTEE REPORT/SUMMARY 
(February 2021)  
As the February Grey Matter preceded the Committee’s Febru-

ary meeting this report of that meeting is included for  
information. 

Your Committee met at Greenacres Golf Club on 
Tuesday, February 2nd. The meeting started at 10.00 
a.m. and concluded at 12.28pm.   

Present: Ron Johnson, Lyn Stavretis, Marty Malone, 
Russ Dawe, Peter Harman, Chresley Robson, Cath 
Origlasso, Phil Pitsikas and Shirley Branagan. 

Apologies: Veronica McLellan and Judy Brophy 

Visitor: Margaret Cox  

The President (Ron Johnson) opened the meeting.  
The minutes of the last Committee meeting were 
passed.  There was no business arising.  Marty pre-
sented Correspondence and general discussion took 
place.  Lyn noted an Email from Bendigo bank re 
their next round of grants. This she will forward to 
Ron. 

It was great to see Phil back and looking well.  He 
presented his audited reports and made recommen-
dations re running costs and subscription levels.  
Overall, the club’s finances are in a healthy state. 

Veronica was not in attendance but we all received a 
copy of her report.  All details can be found in the 
newsletter. 

Russ outlined the 2021 layout of the newsletter.  
Activities will now be set out in calendar order and 
frequency will now revert to the monthly system.  
Posted hard copies are still available for a small cost.  
Full details of the system in place will be supplied in 
the newsletter in due course. 

Under the general heading of Other Business, the 
Committee dealt with such topics as: 

Celebratory Lunch February 9th at Greenacres 
Nominations for committee vacancies 
AGM and Annual Report for march meeting 
Process for accounting and expenditure of grant 
monies 
Telephone tree (now defunct) 
Succession planning 
March return to church guidelines – QR  
COVID-19 safe plan 
ZOOM future (limited usage) 
Other business (Mooted Footy Tipping Competi-
tion) 

The meeting concluded at 12.28 pm 

Prepared by Marty. 
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The Probus Club of Greythorn  
is supported by the 

President Ron Johnson 
Secretary Marty Malone 
Treasurer Phil Pitsikas 
Committee 
Past President Lyn Stavretis 
Welfare Veronica McLellan 
Guest Speakers Judy Brophy 
Trips & Outings Cath Origlasso 
Membership Peter Harman 
Hospitality Chresley Robson 

“ Shirley Branagan 
Newsletter Russ Dawe 
  
Activity Convenors 
Scrabble Glenys Chalk 
Solo Denise Powell 
Canasta Ann Price 
Walking for Enjoyment John Astle 
Discussion Roy Price 
Garden Appreciation required 
3rd Sunday Lunch Angela Johns 
Dine Out Meredith Daniel 

Judy Lewis 
Creative Pursuits Elaine Provan 
Investors Charlie Boschetti 
Book Group 1 Patricia Noseda 
Book Group 2 Joan Teele 
Theatre outings Barbara Mathews 

2020—21 Committee and  

Activity Convenors 

TWELVE COMMANDMENTS 
FOR SENIORS 

# 1 - Talk to yourself. There are times you need 
expert advice 

# 2 - "In Style" are the clothes that still fit. 

# 3 - You don't need anger management. You 
need people to stop making you angry. 

# 4 - Your people skills are just fine. It's your 
tolerance for idiots that needs work. 

# 5 - The biggest lie you tell yourself is, "I don't 
need to write that down. I'll remember it. " 

# 6 - "On time" is when you get there. 

# 7 - Even duct tape can't fix stupid - but it sure 
does muffle the sound. 

# 8 - It would be wonderful if we could put our-
selves in the dryer for ten minutes, then come 
out wrinkle-free and three sizes smaller? 

# 9 - Lately, You've noticed people your age are 
so much older than you. 

# 10 - Growing old should have taken longer. 

# 11 - Aging has slowed you down, but it hasn't 
shut you up. 

# 12 - You still haven't learned to act your age, 
and hope you never will. 

And one more: 
"One for the road" means going pee before you 
leave the house. 

Safer Travel 

http://greythornprobus.org.au/wp/wp-content/documents/VID-TRAVEL-SAFE.mp4
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Estate Agents 

278 High Street,  
Kew 3101 

call Christopher Ewart 0419 897 979 or our office on  

9854 8888.      cewart@nelsonalexander.com.au  

“Grey Matter” 

Activity Group Convenors are  
requested to send detail of their  
April activities to Russ by  
Tuesday 30 March. 

Subscriptions  
and payments  
for activities 

Direct Debit (EFT)   
BSB  
Account No.   
Please always insert your name and the 
event in the message/reference area. 

If paying by cheque:  Cheque to be made paya-
ble to Greythorn Probus;  please post directly to 
Phil—clearly indicating the event and names of 
those attending.  ALSO please email the specific 
activity convenor. 

Activity Calendar 

April 
Solo (Host—Barbara Mathews) 1 April 

GOOD FRIDAY 2 April 

EASTER SUNDAY 4 April 

Scrabble (Host—Denise Boschetti: 1:30pm) 5 April 

Committee meeting 6 April 

GENERAL MEETING 13 April 

Canasta 14 April 

Garden Appreciation 15 April 

3rd Sunday Lunch 18 April 

Walking for Enjoyment 19 April 

Discussion 20 April 

Investors 23 April 

Book Group 1 22 April 

Book Group 2 22 April 

Copy for May Grey Matter due 23 April 

Creative Pursuits 26 April 

ANZAC DAY 25 April 

Film Luncheons TBA 

Dine Out TBA 

MAY 
Scrabble:   (Host—Elaine Provan: 1:30pm) 3May 

Committee meeting 4 May 

Solo (Host—Margaret Cox) 6 May 

GENERAL MEETING 11 May 

Canasta 12 May 

3rd Sunday Lunch 16 May 

Walking for Enjoyment 17 May 

Discussion 19 May 

Garden Appreciation 20 May 

Creative Pursuits 24 May 

Investors 25 May 

Book Group 1 27 May 

Book Group 2 27 May 

Film Luncheons TBA 

Dine Out TBA 

Grey Matter is the 
Newsletter of the 

Probus Club of Greythorn 
PO Box 85, Balwyn North, 3104 

Email:  info@greythornprobus.org.au 
Web:  greythornprobus.org.au 

Grey Matter by post  

For those members who wish to have their Grey 
Matter newsletter (hard copy) posted to them, they 
must  
1. Advise the Secretary of their request, and.   
2. Provide the Secretary with one year’s worth 

(10 postings) of 10 DL size self-addressed and 
stamped envelopes with the correct postage 
stamp affixed (currently $1.10).  A total cost, 
therefore, of $11 for this service.  That’s 10 
newsletter post outs to your letterbox.  

mailto:cewart@nelsonalexander.com.au

